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From the Editor

I am excited to not 
only introduce myself 
as the editor of 
Midwest Meetings, 
but also welcome you 
to our first edition of 
2024, the Midwest 
Meetings Guide 
Book. Although new 

to the brand, I’m not new to the meetings 
and events industry, nor a stranger to the 
Midwest. (I’m a lifer.) And, in the ever-
evolving landscape of meetings and events, 
my commitment to providing you with 
insightful resources remains steadfast. 

Within these pages, you’ll discover a 
treasure trove of information on the 
Midwest’s meeting and event hotspots, 
from bustling urban hubs to quaint rural 
retreats and everything in between. Each 
state boasts its own unique charm and 
hospitality, waiting to be explored and 
embraced by you and your attendees.

As you browse this annual guide book, let 
your imagination wander and envision 
the possibilities that await you in one 
of 12 distinct Midwestern states — 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota or Wisconsin. 
Don’t hesitate to reach out to them directly 
to find out what they can specifically do 
to make your next meeting or event shine, 
not to mention simplify your life.

Whether you’re orchestrating a small 
corporate gathering or a large-scale 
convention, the intricate dance of logistics, 
creativity and hospitality required to 
ensure your event’s success is not always 
easy. But it’s always worth it. Here’s to a 
year filled with unforgettable experiences 
and meaningful connections in the 
heartland of America.

Best,

Carrie Mantey, Editor
cmantey@ntmediagroup.com

Find us on the web at 
MidwestMeetings.com!
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The state of Illinois is considered to be a hub for 
world-class event venues. From conferences 

and conventions to meetings and special events, 
planners are turning their full attention to all that 
Illinois has to offer in urban magnets like Chicago 
and Springfield, not to mention many of the 
outlying suburban areas of greater Chicagoland.

Springfield is often referred to as the “center 
of everything” as the capital city is in the 
heart of the Midwest and easily accessible for 
attendees. Although significantly smaller than 
Chicago, Springfield rivals some of the best urban 
locations because of its vast array of event 
venues that usher attendees from near and far. 

Of course, Chicago is one of the most iconic 
cities in the U.S. to host a meeting or event 
due to its beautiful lakefront, award-winning 
eateries, awe-inspiring architecture and fantastic 
entertainment options that keep attendees 
coming back. 

But greater Illinois also packs a punch — including 
delightful meeting venues in such historic towns 
as Galena, as well as in downstate Illinois, which is 
teeming with attractions to keep event attendees 
engaged while they work some and play some. 

ILLINOIS

For more ideas, go to  
meetinillinois.com
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GALENA CELLARS VINEYARD & WINERY, GALENA
Take a trip to the countryside and enjoy a 
vineyard with a view. Participate in a wine tasting 
in the tasting room, or relax on the spacious 
wraparound deck and enjoy the sunset. In the 
winter, visitors can cozy up in a heated igloo 
instead. galenacellars.com

GINO’S EAST, WHEATON
Gino’s East is infamous for its Chicago-style 
deep-dish pizza — made the same way it was over 
50 years ago. Its private and semi-private event 
spaces can accommodate most group sizes for 
client dinners, corporate meetings or social get-
togethers. ginoseast.com

ANDERSON JAPANESE GARDENS, ROCKFORD
This beautiful outdoor setting inspires the mind 
and energizes the soul on a 12-acre landscape 
of streams, waterfalls, winding pathways and 
koi-filled ponds. The destination holds tours, 
workshops, yoga classes, lecture series, sound and 
gong baths, and more. andersongardens.org

BUDDY GUY’S LEGENDS, CHICAGO
Opened in 1989 by blues musician Buddy Guy, this 
classic blues club features famous acts and up-and-
comers seven nights a week, plus New Orleans-
inspired grub. The club also does private events, 
whether it’s a small group of 30 or a corporate event 
for 600. buddyguy.com

FIELD MUSEUM, CHICAGO 
This museum has a whole menu of fun activities to 
choose from like docent-led tours, wine tastings 
and behind-the-scenes experiences for groups. 
Plus, this venue has a place, from outdoor terraces 
to spacious Stanley Field Hall, to suit groups of any 
size, connecting all of us to the natural world and 
the human story. fieldmuseum.org

CHICAGO RIVERWALK, CHICAGO 
The 1.25-mile-long path includes four districts: 
The Confluence, The Arcade, The Civic and The 
Esplanade. The Chicago River is a cherished natural 
amenity in an urban canyon of famous architecture 
and the Chicago RiverwaIk ensures close proximity 
to the waterway. chicago.gov/city/en/sites/
chicagoriverwalk/home.html

PLACES TO CHECK OUT
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ILLINOIS

Grossinger Motors Arena

The right place for your next
meeting is Bloomington-Normal.

Bloomington-Normal Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
800.433.8226 / VisitBN.org

800.433.8226 \ VisitBN.org

Featuring over 200,000 sq. ft. of meeting space with 
Grossinger Motors Arena, Illinois State University, Marriott

Hotel and Conference Center, Doubletree Hotel and Conference 
Center, Interstate Center, and Illinois Wesleyan

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL
ILL INO IS
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Convention Services

Paula

Sports

Terry

Agriculture, Medical, 
State & National Assn.

Hannah
Faith, Motorcoach, 
Fraternal, & Corp.

Brock
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ILLINOIS
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ILLINOIS

Combine safe, in-person events with virtual 
HD Livestreaming at the leading 14,000+ sf 
venue for meetings, labs, education and  
training near O’Hare International Airport.

847.384.4210   |   www.olcevents.com 
9400 W. Higgins Rd. |  Rosemont, IL 60018

Book an IN-PERSON or 
HYBRID Event at the OLC

n Exec. boardroom 
 for up to 24 
n 3 auditoriums  
 seat up to 180 
n HD broadcast
 and film studio
n Multi-media 
 lecterns & mics 
n 5 ceiling-mount  
 laser projectors 
n Flexible rooms & 
 reception space
n Ergonomic guest
  seating 

HERITAGE CORRIDOR 
DESTINATIONS 
2701 BLACK RD., STE. 201, JOLIET, IL 60435

800-926-2262 | MARKETING@HCDESTINATIONS.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Heritage Corridor Destinations 
encompasses the region along the historic I&M 
Canal, The First Hundred Miles of Route 
66 and Starved Rock Country. From fine 
dining, museums and live theater to canyons, 
waterfalls and sweeping prairies, the region 
has an incredible offering for the discerning 
meeting planner. We excel in smaller, more 
intimate meetings with plenty of outdoor 
activities. Imagine your next meeting in a brand 
new adventure park in the quarries, a restored 
vaudeville theater, an 1800s mansion, a timber-
braced lodge or a top-rated golf course. With 
our close proximity to Chicago, we offer the 
perfect choice for your next meeting.

HCDESTINATIONS.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
12,284

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

9,183

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Chicago Midway Airport
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Contact Mary Patchin, CDME, Director of Sales 
to discuss your next meeting!

Mary@VisitChicagoSouthland.com   888-895-3211

VIP

EExperience the
Chicago SouthlandChicago Southland

        Treatment

FREEFREE
PARKING!PARKING!

V I P

Venues
• Full- & Select-service Hotels

with Meeting Space
• Unique Venues such as 

nature centers, microbreweries, 
a National Monument and more

• Irons Oaks Environmental
Learning Center & 

Team Building

Interstates &
Accessibility

• 30 minutes from 
downtown Chicago
• Midway & O’Hare 

International Airports
• Interstates 55, 57, 80,

94, 294 & 355
• Within a 5-hour drive 

of 8 states

Planner 
Assistance &

Incentive Programs
• Grant Programs

• Incentive Program
 • Event Services

& Itinerary Planning
• Corporate Social 

Responsibility Programs

Meet In The Middle!
Small meetings, mid-size conferences and everything in 

between can find superior and unique facilities all located 
conveniently to anywhere in the Midwest and across the 
country in Chicago’s 62 South and Southwest Suburbs.
You’ll also get amazing service because we treat all our 

planners as VIPs (Very Important Planners).

Learn how your meeting or event can earn $10-$30 
per actualized room night!

MeetChicagoSouthland.com 
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Schedule a visit today!  
800.369.6151 

champaignmeets.com

The Fasted Growing Metro in Illinois

ILLINOIS

DEKALB COUNTY 
2500 N. ANNIE GLIDDEN RD., STE. F, DEKALB, IL 60115
815-756-1336 | DEKALBCOUNTYCVB.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — DeKalb County’s roots run deep in 
the rich farmland that is part of the landscape of our 
heritage and history.

Our county is experiencing a thriving business 
environment, thanks to new developments and the 
presence of Northern Illinois University. Moreover, 
our county offers a diverse range of spaces, from 
small meeting venues nestled amidst cornfields to 
beautifully restored historic buildings, elegant theaters 
and old warehouses.

Located just 60 miles west of Chicago, DeKalb 
County provides a refreshing escape from the 
hustle and bustle of the city. Despite our proximity 
to the metropolis, we offer a serene and tranquil 
environment that allows businesses and individuals 
to thrive. Our county’s unique settings and wide-open 
spaces create an ideal backdrop for various events 
and gatherings.  

DEKALBCOUNTYCVB.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
215,000, 10,000 SEATS, 
3,000 PARKING SPACES

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

700

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
DEKALB TAYLOR 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
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INDIANA
Welcome to Indiana. Here you will find a state 

that proudly showcases its rural landscapes, 
bustling cities and rich history. From the tranquil 
shores of Lake Michigan to the roar of the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway to the state’s 
vibrant art scenes, Indiana offers a wealth of 
amenities that delight both meeting and event 
attendees.

Indianapolis is home to the state-of-the art 
venues that have put the Hoosier State on 
the map of great Midwest locations to host 
meetings and events. In fact, you might say that 
the city is the epitome of Hoosier hospitality. 
In Indianapolis, attendees can revel in an awe-
inspiring architectural and arts scene, while 
enjoying farm-to-table cuisine at gatherings. 
Some of the city’s largest venues include the 
Indiana Convention Center & Lucas Oil Stadium, 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse and the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds & Event Center.

Throughout Indiana, meeting and event  
attendees will discover that it’s a great place to 
relax and listen to great music, enjoy a sporting 
event, partake in eclectic home-style cooking 
and simply get away from it all — all while getting 
down to business. 

For more ideas, go to 
visitindiana.com
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PLACES TO CHECK OUT

AUBURN CORD DUESENBERG AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM, 
AUBURN
The museum exhibits an average of 120 
automobiles and related artifacts on three floors 
of the historic building. The automobiles on 
exhibit are a combination of cars owned by the 
museum and cars on loan. The museum also has 
space for your next conference, meeting or event. 
automobilemuseum.org

MARENGO CAVE U.S. NATIONAL LANDMARK, 
MARENGO
Designated as a National Natural Landmark in 1984, 
Marengo Cave offers two tours and other activities. 
The easy, 40-minute Crystal Palace tour is packed 
with formations. The 60-minute Dripstone Trail 
tour is known for delicate soda straws, totem pole 
stalagmites and Penny Ceiling. marengocave.com

NCAA HALL OF CHAMPIONS, INDIANAPOLIS
From a 10-person meeting to a 350-person 
formal dinner, the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) Hall of Champions conference 
center has space, providing rooms for dining 
and two floors of interactive exhibits. The venue 
also offers a scavenger hunt-like challenge. 
ncaahallofchampions.org

LONG CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, 
LAFAYETTE
On the National Register of Historic Places, 
the center is currently home to the Lafayette 
Symphony Orchestra and the Long Center Theatre 
Organ Society’s Mighty Wurlitzer theatre organ. 
Other arts organizations frequently perform, 
including Purdue bands and musical organizations, 
The Lafayette Ballet and more. longpac.org

PAOLI PEAKS, PAOLI
Gather coworkers or team members at Paoli Peaks 
for a memorable group trip. Whether it’s their first 
time on snow or seasoned skiers looking to refine 
their skills, there’s a small group lesson available. 
Or, for all ages and ability levels, try Arctic Blast 
Snow Tubing, the ultimate activity for some serious 
group fun. paolipeaks.com

INDIANAPOLIS CANAL WALK, INDIANAPOLIS
Dug in the early 1800s to facilitate interstate 
commerce, the Indianapolis Canal Walk is a 3-mile 
loop along the Central Canal that runs from 
White River State Park up to 11th street. It serves 
as a waterside promenade for the downtown 
community and visitors.  
visitindy.com/listing/canal-walk/5925

INDIANA
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UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, NOTRE DAME
Notre Dame is one of the most visited sites in Indiana 
and the Golden Dome is only part of the experience. 
Most tours include visits to the Grotto of our Lady of 
Lourdes, Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Main Building 
(or Golden Dome) and Hesburgh Library. The Eck 
Visitors Center’s free public tour offers a historical 
and social overview of life at Notre Dame, but tours 
of Notre Dame Stadium are scheduled separately. 
Groups of 10 or more must arrange for private tours. 
Tours of the stadium feature the opportunity to take 
photos on the field and in front of the  Play Like a 
Champion Today sign. nd.edu 

BADLANDS OFF ROAD PARK, FOUNTAIN CITY
The Badlands Off Road Park is more than 1,400 
acres of multi-directional, diverse terrain. You’ll 
find sand dunes, wooded trails, gravel, mud and 
rocks, and trails and terrain for all types and skill 
levels of riders. Bikes and all-terrain vehicles 
(ATVs) can test their skills on our full-size MX 
Track. Sport utility vehicles (SUVs), four-by-fours 
and side-by-sides can take on the challenges 
of our Rock Quarry/SUV Park. Regardless of 
your skill level, with caution, you will find 
riding perfectly suited for your abilities here. 
badlandsoffroad.com
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INDIANA

Small Meetings.

BIG OUTCOMES.

HOST YOUR ORGANIZATION’S NEXT SMALL-SIZED 
MEETING OR CONFERENCE IN HAMILTON COUNTY  
AND REST EASY.

In Hamilton County, we know how big a small meeting can be. Whether it’s a 
conference, trade show or any other type of gathering, we can comfortably 
accommodate all your organization’s needs. With a diverse array of gathering 
places—from barns to boardrooms to ballrooms—more than 5,000 hotel rooms 
and 30,000 sq. ft. of contiguous 
event space in one hotel, you can  
REST EASY when you select  
Hamilton County as your  
meeting destination.

Start planning your next meeting at  
VisitHamiltonCounty.com/Meetings.

CARMEL          FISHERS          NOBLESVILLE          WESTFIELD

JUST NORTH 
OF INDY
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VISIT BLOOMINGTON
2855 N. WALNUT ST., BLOOMINGTON, IN 47404

812-330-4304 | SHAUN@VISITBLOOMINGTON.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Bloomington is located 45 minutes south 
of the award-winning Indianapolis International Airport. We 
are home to Indiana University, the Hoosier National Forest 
and Oliver Winery, the largest winery in Indiana. Meeting and 
event planners love B-Town for its access to industry experts at 
Indiana University and our community’s welcoming and vibrant 
atmosphere.

Regardless of who you are, where you come from or what your 
background is, Bloomington embraces all its guests with arms 
wide open, offering a dynamic experience and unforgettable 
memories during any occasion. When you plan a conference 
with Visit Bloomington, you can expect a great experience. From 
finding the right facilities to promoting your meeting, we help 
meeting planners organize successful events for 10-500 people.

VISITBLOOMINGTON.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING SPACE  

(SQ. FT.):  
55,000

# OF AREA HOTEL ROOMS: 
2,500

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Indianapolis International Airport
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INDIANA

DEARBORN COUNTY 
CONVENTION, VISITOR 
& TOURISM
320 WALNUT ST., LAWRENCEBURG, IN 47025

800-322-8198 | JTOTH@VISITSOUTHEASTINDIANA.COM

ABOUT THE VENUE — We’re Southeast Indiana’s Dearborn 
County — the Perfect Place to Meet! Located along the 
Ohio River Scenic Byway, our proximity to Cincinnati 
means we’re close to big-city amenities with all of the 
meeting customization and service a smaller location 
can provide. We’re home to historic small towns and fun 
attractions that attract thousands of visitors each year — 
including Hollywood Casino and Perfect North Slopes. 
We’re also known for our wide variety of festivals and 
events, plus customizable tours and trip experiences of all 
types.

Experience top-notch meeting amenities at the 
Lawrenceburg Event Center and on-site DoubleTree by 
Hilton Hotel. Step back in time on a historic tour, visit 
a scenic winery or sample our outdoor recreation. Then 
enjoy our walkable Main Street communities offering 
casino gaming, destination dining, live entertainment and 
more.

VISITSOUTHEASTINDIANA.COM/MEETINGS-CONVENTIONS

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING SPACE  

(SQ. FT.):  
18,000

# OF AREA HOTEL ROOMS: 
468

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
15 MILES TO CINCINNATI 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
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Must be 21 years or older to enter the casino. Gambling Problem?
Call 1.800.9.WITH.IT or text INGAMB to 53342!

SCAN CODE
OR VISIT

FRENCHLICK.COMAmple and versatile meeting space. Golf, 
sporting clays, archery, spas, bowling and 
horseback riding — all on-site.

Welcome to the meeting destination with 
everything you want, right here. Discover 
how French Lick Resort is the perfect mix 
of business + pleasure.

Yes,
you can have it all

    Meet Here,    Meet Here,
Play HerePlay Here

    Meet Here,
Play Here
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TERRE HAUTE 
CONVENTION CENTER
800 WABASH AVE., TERRE HAUTE, IN 47807

812-244-1550 | INFO@TERREHAUTECC.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — An all-in-one venue located in the heart 
of downtown Terre Haute, Indiana, the Terre Haute 
Convention Center offers a dynamic and flexible 22,000 
square feet of space that can be tailored to accommodate 
any event. Whether you’re planning a large conference, a 
banquet, a trade show or an intimate meeting, we have the 
capabilities to meet your needs. 
The 12,500-square-foot grand ballroom can be subdivided 
into as many as six large meeting rooms for hosting smaller 
events. It offers sufficient room for dining, dancing and 
mingling. For more intimate gatherings, the Terre Haute 
Convention Center provides a selection of different meeting 
rooms that are ideal for corporate meetings, seminars and 
breakout sessions. Equipped with audiovisual equipment  and 
customized seating arrangements, the meeting rooms offer 
flexibility and convenience, allowing you to create the ideal 
environment for productivity and collaboration.
The Terre Haute Convention Center can service any meal. 
We specialize in full-service banquets that consist of plated 
or buffet meal functions. We can provide breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, break services and customized meals. Our professional 
in-house culinary team has the background and experience to 
manage events of any size or complexity. 
Planning an event can be complicated, but with our experienced 
team of event professionals by your side, the process becomes 
seamless and stress-free. From the initial concept to the final 
execution, our dedicated event planners will guide you through 
every step, ensuring your event is a success.

TERREHAUTECC.COM

AT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

15,000

MAXIMUM CAPACITY: 
700

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
9

 # OF HOTEL ROOMS: 
2,000
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INDIANA

Caesars Southern Indiana is
perfect for business meetings,

corporate events, 
banquets & more. 

 
Only 30 minutes from Louisville,

KY & two hours from
Indianapolis, IN.

The Perfect Meeting Place

stacyp@thisisindiana.org | www.thisisindiana.o
rg

STEUBEN COUNTY 
TOURISM BUREAU
430 N. WAYNE ST., STE. 1B, ANGOLA, IN 46703 

800-LAKE-101 | INFO@LAKES101.ORG

ABOUT THE AREA — Northern Indiana Lakes 
Country, conveniently located at the intersection 
of I-69 and I-80/90, offers an easily accessible and 
affordable meeting location.

We’re located within a three-hour drive of 
Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis and Cleveland, 
and offer the lakefront full-service Potawatomi 
Inn Resort and Conference Center. 

Award-winning Satek Winery and a 400-acre 
buffalo preserve make us the perfect winter 
meeting getaway. With facilities located in 
close proximity to one another and numerous 
outstanding chain hotels, much larger meetings 
can be accommodated. 

For more information, call Steuben County 
Tourism Bureau at 800-LAKE-101 or visit 
lakes101.org.

LAKES101.ORG

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
6,000

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

600

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Fort Wayne 

International Airport
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BE THE VIP OF SUCCESSFUL 
EVENT PLANNING IN 

Located in the heart of the Midwest, Fort Wayne is a 
comfortable driving distance from 10 major cities 
and within 500 miles of half of the U.S. population. 
Loaded with over 60 hotels, endless restaurant 
options and dozens of outside-the-box venues,  
Fort Wayne has all the accommodations to host 
your next event.  

The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum is the 
area s̓ largest consumer event venue and boasts more 

stellar Grand Wayne Convention Center is the 
second largest venue, providing over 225,000 square 
feet of versatile space, and is attached to three major 
hotels in downtown Fort Wayne. 

Before, during or after your event, attendees have ample 
opportunities to enjoy the diverse selection of adventure 
and entertainment. Experience impressive museums 

hiking trails, or paddle along rivers that run through the 
heart of downtown. Indulge at 60 walkable downtown 
restaurants and relax with live entertainment.

Let s̓ get started planning your next event.  

VISITFORTWAYNE.COM



IOWA
Iowa is making a name for itself throughout the 

meeting and event industry … And rightfully 
so. Some of the largest U.S. cities are located in 
America’s heartland and offer great options for 
meetings. The greater Des Moines area has become 
a magnet for various activities over the last few 
years. Its regional economy is growing as a result of 
its talented workforce and competitive cost of doing 
business — both of which have built an economic 
momentum that has grabbed the attention of global 
companies looking for a state-of-the-art destination 
for their next event. 

From Des Moines’ River Center to the Iowa Events 
Center, there is ample flexible event space for 
gatherings of all sizes. 

Of course, Iowa’s other claim to fame is its idyllic 
riverfront gem, Dubuque. Located along the mighty 
Mississippi River, the city is overflowing with unique 
venues that are ideal for groups looking for a 
combination of charm and innovation. 

And when the meetings have ended, and it’s time 
to relax and unwind, attendees will enjoy Iowa’s 
breathtaking landscapes and abundant history. 
Attendees can try iconic Iowa foods, sample craft 
breweries and wineries, and explore the cultural 
events found within the state’s largest cities. 

For more ideas, go to  
traveliowa.com
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ARNOLDS PARK AMUSEMENT PARK, ARNOLDS PARK
This historic amusement park hosts 23 rides on 
20 acres. The full-fledged amusement park also 
includes go-karts and river cruises on The Queen, 
a large steamer, on West Okoboji Lake. Be one of 
the many groups that have their events at the park 
every summer. arnoldspark.com

ACKERMAN WINERY, AMANA
Iowa’s oldest winery has been handcrafting fruit 
and grape wines in the Amana Colonies since 1956. 
It’s a beautiful place to relax, savor a glass of wine 
and make memories. Choose from an array of 
standard wine-tasting options, or enjoy a guided 
experience by booking a private wine tasting or 
tour for your group. ackermanwinery.com

BACKBONE STATE PARK, DUNDEE
Iowa’s first state park consists of a steep ridge of 
bedrock from the Maquoketa River, which forms 
a high point called The Devil’s Backbone. Take a 
walk through history by checking out the Civilian 
Conservation Corps museum or explore the 21-mile 
trail system. iowadnr.gov/places-to-go/state-
parks/iowa-state-parks/backbone-state-park

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

TEMPLETON DISTILLERY, TEMPLETON
History buffs, whiskey aficionados and 
adventurists can all find something to enjoy on 
this tour. Begin in the museum, then explore the 
distillery and see where the whiskey is bottled. 
Finish in the tasting room sampling premium 
whiskies. templetondistillery.com

THE NATIONAL MISSISSIPPI RIVER MUSEUM & AQUARIUM 
An affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, this 
museum and aquarium allows you to explore 
the history, culture, animals and conservation 
found along the Mississippi River. Enjoy dynamic 
aquariums, historical exhibits, a boatyard, the 
William M. Black dredge boat and a wetland area 
along the 14-acre campus. rivermuseum.org

WILDCAT DEN STATE PARK, MUSCATINE
Visitors will find both historical and natural 
treasures at this park, which features 75-foot 
cliffs, rock formations, and the 1848 Pine Creek 
Gristmill and Pine Mill Bridge. Trails wind through 
a variety of terrain, leading to natural geological 
formations. iowadnr.gov/places-to-go/state-
parks/iowa-state-parks/wildcat-den-state-park
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ELITE CASINO RESORTS 

DINE, PLAY, AND STAY all at 
one of our captivating locations. 
Elite Casino Resorts has the 
great dining you crave, the 
luxurious hotel rooms you want, 
and all the fun you can imagine. 

Our resorts feature fantastic 
views, and modern yet 
comfortable decor, with the 
very best in amenities 
including a hotel, spa, fine 
and casual dining, golf, and 
indoor/outdoor pools. 

� Make your next 
� getaway Elite! 

Riverside and Grand Falls 
locations feature championship 
golf courses and poker rooms, 
while Rhythm City features fine 
dining on the top floor. Enjoy 
Thoroughbred races at Grand 
Island or a variety of wines at 
Walker's Bluff winery. 

Make it a weekend with exciting 
headliner entertainment and 
comedy in our event centers or 
catch the game and great food 
at our sports lounges and bars. 

Make your meetings and conventions 
memorable in our flexible and 
elegant event centers. 

Enrich the mind, nourish the body, 
and soothe the spirit in any one of our 
full-service spas. 

RV parking is available and your 
recreation is a sure bet. Each resort 
features great views of the local 
landscapes and a long list of things to 
do in and around our communities. 

� .. ".; ,�.� !.?..� �GRAND FALLS 4t; f11,;;Jl,l,�o� ITY (£-GR.AND ISLAND Wi WALKE!l_"S BLUFF 
CASINO & GOLF RESORT' CASINO RESORT B CA"SIN-0 RESORT 

RIVERSIDE, IOWA LARCHWOOD, IOWA DAVENPORT, IOWA GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA CARTERVILLE, ILUNOIS 
877.677.3456 877.51 l.4FUN 844.852.4FUN 3O8.675.56DD 618.993.7777 

riversidecaslooaJldrHOrt.com araJldfallscasloorHOrt.com rJ¥thmcitycaslno.com grandlslandrHOrt.com walk«sbk.lffresort.com 
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KANSAS
When you think of Kansas, what comes to mind? 

How about modern amenities and attractions 
galore? From a meeting planner’s perspective, 
Kansas has it all. From rodeos to music to food 
festivals, the state serves up a slice of classic 
Americana, combining its rugged cowboy culture 
with the urban energy of some of the biggest 
cities in the Midwest. Here, Wichita, Topeka, 
Overland Park and Lawrence welcome groups both 
large and small. Of course, the charming small 
towns with Main Streets that reflect a bygone era 
also make the state of Kansas easy to love. 

Nestled on the banks of the Arkansas River, 
Wichita is the largest city in the state. In addition 
to a wide range of activities and attractions, 
Wichita exudes an urban appeal that draws in 
visitors from across the globe. Thanks to the 
city’s robust economy, there are ample meeting 
and event venues that appeal to companies and 
organizations of all sizes. 

And when the conventions have concluded and 
the meetings have transpired, visitors can explore 
Kansas’ great outdoors, enjoy its museums and 
science centers, and patronize vintage theaters 
or newer facilities that put on major shows 
throughout the year. 

For more ideas, go to  
travelks.com
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PLACES TO CHECK OUT

CENTRAL STANDARD BREWING, WICHITA
With an array of beer styles on tap and a relaxed 
atmosphere, Central Standard Brewing is a great 
place to hang out and enjoy a few drinks in a comfy 
retro chair or on the patio. Ask questions or get 
the tour — these brewers love to talk about the 
beer they are so passionate about brewing. The 
brewery can host a variety of private events, too. 
centralstandardbrewing.com

WILDWOOD ADVENTURE PARK, MANHATTAN
This 80-acre park offers tons of outdoor adventures. 
Immerse your group in an experience on the trails 
and in the trees during a seven-zipline tour with 
a 40-foot freefall. Ideal for groups of 20 or more, 
the 2-mile obstacle trail run additionally includes a 
rope climb, monkey bars, hurdles and an 8-foot wall 
that will encourage teamwork within your group. 
mhkadventures.com

30	 Midwest Meetings  |  Guide Book 2024

LEAVENWORTH CVB
100 N. FIFTH ST., LEAVENWORTH, KS 66048
913-758-2948 | CVB@FIRSTCITY.ORG

ABOUT THE AREA —  Conveniently located only 25 minutes from 
Kansas City International Airport and close to Interstates 435 
and 70, we have all the convenience of a large city, but less 
traffic and more affordability.  Leavenworth is the “First City of 
Kansas” and steeped in history.  Imagine holding your meeting 
in an 1880s Train Depot, or at a historic barn that has been 
renovated into a beautiful space for weddings and meetings.

VISITLEAVENWORTHKS.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.): 6,200

# OF AREA HOTEL ROOMS: 747
 NEAREST AIRPORT: KANSAS CITY INTERNATIONAL

KANSAS

OLD COWTOWN MUSEUM, WICHITA
Step onto the dirt roads and enter a world just off 
the Chisholm Trail that is frozen in an 1865-1880 
loop. Connect with history through artifacts in 
Cowtown’s permanent collection, including textiles, 
furnishings, furniture, tools and art. Cowtown’s 
unique programming tells the story of the city of 
Wichita’s evolution, from a frontier settlement to 
a cattle town to an agricultural and manufacturing 
area. oldcowtown.org

MUSEUM AT PRAIRIEFIRE, OVERLAND PARK
A towering Tyrannosaurus rex. Colossal sea 
creatures. Soaring reptiles from our ancient 
past. Live animal encounters, dinosaur digs and 
missions to space in a virtual reality experience. 
Just because business is involved doesn’t mean 
you have to miss out on discovery and fun. Opened 
in May 2014, the museum is a 42,000-square-foot 
facility that offers meeting and event space. 
visitthemap.org 
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• #1 walkable meeting destination in Kansas
• Exceptional meeting venues
• Over 1,300 sleeping rooms
• 50+ unique dining offerings

• Home to Kansas State University
• Gateway to the Flint Hills

• Great attractions
• Unique team-building opportunities
• Complimentary conference services

• Fly Manhattan Regional Airport

Manhattan Convention & Visitors Bureau 
785.776.8829 • cvb@manhattan.org • VisitManhattanKS.org

10 REASONS TO MEET IN 

MANHATTAN

Midwest Meeting Guidebook.qxp_Layout 1  12/15/23  2:02 PM  Page 1
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KANSAS

MeetKansas.com

MEET IN THE MIDDLE
A coalition of DMOs in

the State of Kansas

Meet Kansas saves you
countless Google searches
by providing a one-stop-
shop for information on

meeting venues in Kansas. 
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We would love to assist you 
with planning your next special 
event.  From business meetings, 
conferences, corporate retreats, 
wedding receptions and parties, 
we pride ourselves in working 
with each client to execute a 
memorable experience. Enhance 
your experience by adding one of 
our affordable Stay & Play packages 
at the award-winning Firekeeper 
Golf Course and experience the 
best course you can play in Kansas. 
With our luxurious hotel and 
courtyard, golf course, gaming, four 
dining options, Lobby Bar and our 
additional hotel tower including 
Top Golf Swing Suite, and indoor 
pool and spa, we are confident that 
your experience will be a success.Discover more ways to play your way

1-888-PBP-4WIN | prairieband.com

Must be 18 years of age or older to gamble. Owned by the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation. Getting help is your best bet. 
Call the confidential toll-free Problem Gambling Helpline at 1-800-522-4700.
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VISIT SALINA 
120 W. ASH ST., SALINA, KS 67401

785-827-9301 | JMCCLURE@SALINAKANSAS.ORG

ABOUT THE AREA — Visit Salina offers resources to 
planners wanting to customize a memorable 
event for conference delegates. Unique to 
traditional services, you can rely on Jo Ann for 
a complimentary service proposal and package 
ideas. Meeting planners agree that the service 
and attention to detail makes planning much 
easier. The Hilton Garden Inn has 10,000 square 
feet of meeting space and Tony’s Pizza Events 
Center exceeds 30,000 square feet of versatile 
space with a seating capacity for up to 7,500 
people. Our newest luxury hotel, the Homewood 
Suites by Hilton, Salina Downtown, boasts 
over 9,000 square feet of creative space. Our 
location and growing, proud community makes 
Salina, Kansas, a perfect place to host meetings 
and conventions. Include a custom adventure to 
Rolling Hills Zoo and Museum, a scavenger hunt 
to include SculptureTour Salina and even spouse 
activities. 

VISITSALINAKS.ORG

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
30,000+

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

2,500

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Salina Regional Airport-Daily 

Jet Service United Airlines
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VISIT WICHITA
316-265-2800 | SALES@VISITWICHITA.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — We invite you to meet in Wichita, the Heart 
of the Country. The largest city in Kansas is centrally located 
and blends Midwest friendliness with the ingenuity of being 
the Air Capital of the World. Groups love the destination’s 
amenities, affordability and welcoming spirit. Planners love 
how easy it is to work with Visit Wichita and our partners. 
In addition to the more than 8,100 hotel rooms, Wichita’s 
Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center offers 
more than 200,000 square feet of flexible meeting space. 

If caring locals that greet you at every turn, a diverse 
inventory of meeting space, 50-plus museums and 
attractions — many offering meeting attendees a chance to 
learn about the city’s culture and history — and more than 
1,200 eateries sounds good to you, then plan your next 
meeting in Wichita, the Heart of the Country. 

VISITWICHITA.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING SPACE  

(SQ. FT.):  
200,000

# OF AREA HOTEL ROOMS: 
8,100

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
WICHITA DWIGHT D. 

EISENHOWER NATIONAL 
AIRPORT (10 MINUTES FROM 

DOWNTOWN WICHITA)
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• RFP submission to local hotels on your
behalf saving you hours of time

• Coordination of site visits
• Assistance in presentations to site

selection committees
• Suggestions and connections for
off-site	events,	tours,	and	transportation

• Provide Welcome Bags to attendees
with visitor information

• Offer	registration/check-in	assistance
• Coordinate	a	welcome	speaker

CONTACT 
MELISSA SOWERS 

for assistance in booking 
your next event.

785-215-8582

melissa@visittopeka.com  

visittopeka.com/meetings

HOW VISIT TOPEKA CAN HELP MAKE 
YOUR EVENT A SUCCESS:



MICHIGAN
Imagine hosting an executive retreat at a 

lakeside lodge overlooking a pristine, remote 
lake. Or think about orchestrating a group 
for an early morning golf outing at an award-
winning resort. Throughout Michigan, you can 
find accommodations that offer both meeting 
amenities and entertainment options that are 
enticing to attendees. 

As the largest city in Michigan, Detroit is an 
obvious location choice for meetings. From a 
high-tech convention center with breathtaking 
views to convenient hotels, newly constructed 
sports facilities and restaurants of every ethnic 
variety, Detroit is the place to be. Accommodating 
a board meeting of 20 to a citywide event of 
thousands, Detroit can meet the demands of all 
kinds of groups. It is also easily accessible: With 
one of the world’s busiest air transportation 
hubs, the city offers attendees nonstop flights. 

You don’t have to be an avid lover of the great 
outdoors to enjoy all that Michigan has to offer. 
Even city slickers will revel in the serenity and 
scenic splendor of the picturesque corners of the 
northern part of the state. From award-winning 
shoreline escapes to charming historic lodges to 
expansive family-friendly venues, Michigan has 
everything a planner could want and more. 

For more ideas, go to 
michigan.org
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PLACES TO CHECK OUT

THE DEN RESTAURANT, HOUGHTON
If you’re looking for an artfully prepared meal, check 
out this casual restaurant that specializes in wood-
fired foods … Think steaks, seafood, wings, burgers 
and more, all served alongside cold beer, interesting 
wine and creative cocktails. Make sure to check out 
the house specialties, like meatloaf, duck and the 
Beast Burger. thedenrestauranthoughton.com

TAHQUAMENON FALLS STATE PARK, PARADISE
Tahquamenon Falls State Park encompasses 
nearly 50,000 acres and stretches 13-plus miles in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The park is home to a 
boat launch, more than 35 miles of trails, and multiple 
overlooks to the Upper and Lower Falls. The 200-foot-
wide Upper Falls is one of the largest waterfalls east 
of the Mississippi River. michigan.org/property/
tahquamenon-falls-state-park

SHEPHERD’S HOLLOW GOLF CLUB, CLARKSTON
This destination course is well-known throughout 
the state. The course features 27 holes tucked 
into a towering forest of pine and oak at one of the 
highest elevations in Oakland County. Your guests 
will enjoy one of the most unique golfing outings 
here, complete with a professional culinary and 
service team. shepherdshollow.com

HUNTINGTON PLACE, DETROIT 
Huntington Place Square is a 24,000-square-foot 
outdoor space that can be used for exhibits, 
exercise, yoga, biergartens and other program-
ming designed to connect Huntington Place to 
the community and downtown. Huntington Place 
offers plenty of indoor options as well, such as The 
Grand Riverview Ballroom, which measures 40,000 
square feet. huntingtonplacedetroit.com
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ANNA SCRIPPS WHITCOMB CONSERVATORY, DETROIT
Reopening this year after a major renovation, the 
greenhouse and botanical garden are on Belle Isle, 
a 982-acre island park on the Detroit River near the 
Canada border. It boasts 13 acres, a formal peren-
nial garden, seasonal floral beds, a lily pond garden 
and five sections of flora. michigan.org/property/
anna-scripps-whitcomb-conservatory

HENRY FORD MUSEUM, DETROIT
Be inspired by American innovation — 12 acres 
under one roof — filled with tens of thousands of 
artifacts and national treasures, including the Ken-
nedy limousine, Rosa Parks bus and Buckminster 
Fuller’s Dymaxion House. It’s a must-see venue 
where you can host anywhere from 100 to 5,000 
guests. thehenryford.org
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MICHIGAN

       E CAN MEET YOUR 
MEETING, CONFERENCE OR 

CONVENTION NEEDS— 
AND THEN SOME.

SSAALLEESSCCAATTEERRIINNGG@@AAHHCCHHOOSSPPIITTAALLIITTYY..CCOOMM
661166..777766..66440000  ||  AAMMWWAAYYGGRRAANNDD..CCOOMM GGRRAANNDD  RRAAPPIIDDSS,,  MMII

30 Technology-Rich 
Meeting Rooms

4 Ballrooms

656 Guest Rooms

47,120 Sq. Feet 
of Meeting Space

Attendees and meeting planners alike will 
be delighted by our breathtaking ballrooms, 
exceptional service, incredible food selections, 
and bustling downtown location. Nestled in a 
central region of the midwest, Grand Rapids 
offers convenience and ease for travelers with 
over 30 nonstop flights from major U.S. cities. 
We look forward to planning with you. 
Visit us at amwaygrand.com.
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FForor more than more than  a meetinga meeting  ……

Meet in Flint & Genesee. 
• More than 130,000 Sq. Ft. of unique and traditional meeting space
• Bishop International Airport minutes from most hotels and venues
• Dedicated team ready to make your event memorable
• World-class Arts & Culture
• Centrally located in Michigan

              Scan to learn more or visit: 
           ExploreFlintandGenesee.org

MI
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MICHIGAN

N "One of Michigan's 
Top Resorts" 

Bay Pointe is a family-owned, award-winning, full-service 
resort nestled along the shores of Gun Lake. Let our 
experienced team of event professionals bring your 
corporate meeting or retreat to life. Bay Pointe offers a 
unique destination that provides state-of-the-art facilities, a 
variety of inspirational meeting room layouts, and thought­
provoking outdoor spaces. 
Capacity: 10 to 300 participants 

LODGING, DINING, 
& EVENTS 

269-672-8111 
baypointeinn.com 

  SCHEDULE YOUR SITE VISIT VISITMUSKEGON.ORG               
231.724.3100 AMBERMAE@VISITMUSKEGON.ORG

MEET IN MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN
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Hello, productivity.

Work, fun, and relaxation don’t always go together, but we’ve made finding that 
balance a priority. That’s why you’ll have no problem shifting from the office 
to your choice of nine versatile meeting spaces. Our team is committed to your 
success with 15,756 square-feet of private meeting rooms, on-site catering, and 
high-quality audiovisual resources. Then, end your day with our world-class 

restaurant and guest rooms that ensure a restorative night’s sleep.  

Lets make a plan.

jwgrinfo@ahchospitality.com  |  616.242.1500 
235 Louis Campau St. Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 



MINNESOTA
Organizing a corporate retreat or off-site 

meeting? Do you want to offer family-friendly 
options for attendees? Minnesota presents a 
variety of meeting and event venues for planners 
who are looking for a one-of-a-kind setting that 
provides opportunities for both groups and their 
families to gather. Cozy rather than commercial, 
these gems offer accommodations and amenities 
aplenty. 

For those who enjoy all of the perks that urban 
centers offer, the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul simply can’t be beat. Both cities offer 
unique and eclectic venue options. From trendy 
plush hotels to revitalized studios and galleries 
to large warehouse buildings teeming with 
character to expansive convention centers, both 
cities and the greater Twin Cities’ metro area 
is home to venues that are making a name for 
themselves within the meeting and event space. 

Of course, heading up North to areas like St. 
Cloud, Duluth and Brainerd will provide attendees 
with a true sense of what the “Land of 10,000 
Lakes” is all about. Here, resorts abound, as does 
the amount of outdoor adventures waiting for 
meetings and events to conclude so attendees 
can get out and explore. 

For more ideas, go to 
exploreminnesota.com
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MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS SCULPTURE GARDEN, MINNEAPOLIS
If you’re looking for contemporary art in an urban 
park setting, look no further. With 11 landscaped 
acres showcasing more than 60 artworks, 
this destination not only features the iconic 
Spoonbridge and Cherry fountain, but it’s also free 
and open to the public. 
walkerart.org/visit/garden

O’SHAUGHNESSY DISTILLING COMPANY, MINNEAPOLIS
The city’s newest distillery lured globally 
recognized Irish master distiller Brian Nation away 
from Jameson to Minneapolis to make the city the 
crossroads of American and Irish whiskey styles. 
On a tour, you can learn how to make American 
whiskey in the traditional style. osdistilling.com

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

PADELFORD RIVERBOATS, ST. PAUL
Explore the Mississippi River, spotting bald eagles, 
herons, egrets and falcons as you travel from St. 
Paul’s bustling downtown on the Mississippi River. 
Padelford Riverboats has hosted thousands of 
private charters, offering a scenic backdrop along 
the mighty river for a variety of events. 
riverrides.com

FORAGER BREWERY AND CAFÉ, ROCHESTER
Forager makes beer from locally foraged 
ingredients, native grains and wild hop varieties 
in its on-site brewery. Locally foraged wild 
mushrooms, herbs, flowers and spices form a 
unique menu from the scratch kitchen. Groups can 
rent space for private events. foragerbrewery.com
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MINNESOTA

Let us help
you plan 
your event!
Bring your next convention or 
meeting to Worthington.

OVER
10,000 

SQUARE FEET 
OF MEETING 

SPACES. 

forwardworthington.com

507-372-2919

wcofc@forwardworthington.com
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800-572-6689 | info@explorehutchinson.com44 Main St S. Hutchinson, MN |  
 

Located just 1 hour west of the Twin Cities, 
Hutchinson is the perfect location for meetings, 

festivals, and events. Hutchinson’s unique natural 
beauty mixed with a welcoming community is a great 

option for your next event.

Winery | Brewery | Restaurants | Boutiques | Trails | Antiques 



48	 Midwest Meetings  |  Guide Book 2024

MINNESOTA

VISITSTCLOUD.COM

THAT FEELING WHEN 

YOUR EVENT IS MEMORABLE

FROM 7 TEAM MEMBERS DEDICATED 
TO YOUR EVENT’S SUCCESS

1,800 HOTEL ROOMS
YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES + ATTRACTIONS

2 CONVENTION CENTERS
RIVER’S EDGE CONVENTION CENTER - 60,000 SQ. FT. OF EXIBIT SPACE

PARK EVENT CENTER - 15,000 SQ. FT. OF FLEXIBLE SPACE 

COMPLIMENTARY ASSISTANCE
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H O L D  YO U R  N E X T  M E E T I N G  O R  E V E N T  AT

*Mention this ad and receive 10% off of your next room rental at MOA! Must book by December 31, 2024, valid *Mention this ad and receive 10% off of your next room rental at MOA! Must book by December 31, 2024, valid 
for events in 2024 and 2025. Not valid on prior bookings. Based on availability. Cannot be combined with any for events in 2024 and 2025. Not valid on prior bookings. Based on availability. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer, discount or promotion.other offer, discount or promotion.

PA R KV I E W,  E X EC U T I V E  C E N T E R ,
T H E  LO U N G E  +  T H E  OV E R LO O K

Corporate Meetings   |   Nickelodeon UniverseCorporate Meetings   |   Nickelodeon Universe®® Park Buy Outs  Park Buy Outs 
Employee Appreciations  |  Employee Appreciations  |  Conventions   |   Weddings + Social Receptions   Conventions   |   Weddings + Social Receptions   

Team-Building Activities   |   Customer AppreciationsTeam-Building Activities   |   Customer Appreciations

FO R  M O R E  I N FO R M AT I O N  C O N TA C T  G R O U P 

S A L E S  AT  G R O U P S A L E S @ M OA . N E T  O R  9 5 2 . 8 8 3 . 8 8 0 9
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MINNESOTA

   Complimentary meeting  
planning services provided

   Over 20 venues and 18 
incredible hotels to choose 
from including the four-star 
Omni Viking Lakes Hotel

   Home of Twin Cities Premium  
Outlets® and five minutes  
from Mall of America®

FANTASTIC MEETINGS 
ARE FOUND IN EAGAN

Visit enjoyeagan.com or call  
Denise Olsen for more information 

ENJOY EAGAN  |  866-324-2620

Stunning historic venue | Central location 
Multiple spaces accomodate groups 10 to 1,200

On-site beverage service | Open catering

An Ideal Setting For Meetings & Events

651.292.3293 | hilari@landmarkcenter.org
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507-452-0735

the MIAMI of Minnesota
& the Midwest’s favorite playground

Myriad venue and lodging options offer everything your meeting needs, 
and Winona offers everything your attendees need: a place that’s 

easy to get to, delightfully different and rich with the kind of 
activities that make an event unforgettable. That’s Winona.

  

Theater, live music, world-class art and abundant outdoor recreation for Theater, live music, world-class art and abundant outdoor recreation for 
groups - this historic river city blends the best of all worlds into one 

beautiful destination. Let us help you plan your event today. 

P.S. The fun is real, 
the alligator park isn’t.

VisitWinona.com

MEET in
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Check out uces.umn.edu  
or call 612-625-9090 today!

Host your next event at the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities campus

Meet in Owatonna...where we go the extra
mile to help plan your meeting or event.

visitowatonna.org   800-423-6466

Affordable
No metro traffic
A variety of lodging options 
Group-friendly dining 
Regional airport
Team-building opportunities 
Networking activities

Start 
planning
today!

At the crossroads of I-35 & US Hwy 14, Owatonna 
is conveniently located in Southern Minnesota.

MINNESOTA
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MISSOURI
In addition to the beauty of nature’s handiwork, 

Kansas City, Missouri has a splendor all its own. 
The city’s population has a style and attitude that 
are conducive to both embracing and escaping 
big-city life — be it for a weekend or more. 

In addition to the state-of-the-art Kansas City 
Convention Center, the city boasts an eight-block 
restaurant and entertainment district, renovated 
hotels and an expansive arena — all within walking 
distance to the convention center. 

Located along the Mississippi River, St. Louis is 
another exceptional option for meetings and 
events. The venues in the region are first rate — 
blending the Midwest’s small-town atmosphere and 
big-city amenities with attractions and activities 
to accommodate everyone. As a modern, thriving 
community, the city constantly enhances its 
offerings, resulting in venues that make an indelible 
mark on both attendees and events. 

For those who are traveling from farther away, St. 
Louis is considered a premier meeting destination 
due to its central location within a world-class 
transportation system. Plus, its compact 
convention corridor is walkable, making it easy to 
connect with colleagues throughout downtown. 

For more ideas, go to 
visitmo.com
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CAVE VINEYARD WINERY & DISTILLERY, GENEVIEVE 
Start your visit in the tasting room on top of 
Saltpeter Cave. Sample award-winning wines made 
from grapes grown just a few feet away. Then drink 
the spirits and craft beer made on site. Rent The 
Brandy Room, The Winery Loft, The Pavilion or The 
Cave for your next outing. cavevineyard.com

BRANSON FERRIS WHEEL, BRANSON 
In 1893, an observation wheel was designed for 
the Chicago World’s Fair as America’s answer to 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris. A hundred years later, it 
appeared at Navy Pier in Chicago, providing nearly 
17 million rides. Now you can visit in Branson. 
bransontracks.com/ferris-wheel

HARRY S. TRUMAN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM, INDEPENDENCE
The museum is the presidential library and resting 
place of Harry S. Truman, the 33rd U.S. president, 
and his family. The museum and its exhibitions 
were recently renovated, the largest update since 
opening its doors in 1957. trumanlibrary.gov

BIG CEDAR LODGE, RIDGEDALE 
Johnny Morris, founder of Bass Pro Shops, created Big 
Cedar Lodge as a unique, secluded lakeside getaway 
to connect in the great outdoors. Adaptable meeting 
rooms can accommodate up to 1,000 people. Check 
out Thunder Ridge Nature Arena, the lodge’s top-tier 
amphitheater showcasing the beauty of the Ozark 
Mountains. bigcedar.com

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

WONDERS OF WILDLIFE NATIONAL MUSEUM & 
AQUARIUM, SPRINGFIELD
Spanning 350,000 square feet, Wonders of Wildlife 
takes you on a journey through immersive habitats 
that share the story of America’s conservationists 
throughout history and today. The experience 
celebrates those who act as stewards of the land 
and water. wondersofwildlife.org

MISSOURI

UNION STATION KANSAS CITY, KANSAS CITY
This train station is a landmark that was renovated 
and reopened to the public in 1999. It features a 
science center, touring exhibitions, an extreme 
screen theatre, a planetarium, a live theatre, team-
building activities, shops, restaurants and private 
group buyouts. unionstation.org
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Grandview 
Conference Center

844-802-4371 844-802-4371 || BIGCEDAR.COM BIGCEDAR.COM

Escape to the Ozark Mountains of Missouri for a group gathering 
your team will never forget. Enjoy spectacular spaces, one-of-a-kind 
team building activities and stunning scenery. In the evenings, relax 

in your choice of inviting accommodations, ranging from private 
cabins by the lake to glamping tents at Camp Long Creek. Call 

today to book your next group getaway!

Ranked the #1 Resort in the Midwest for 3 Consecutive YearsRanked the #1 Resort in the Midwest for 3 Consecutive Years
-Travel and Leisure Magazine

Top of the Rock Falls Lodge
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MISSOURI

494 Tan Tar A Drive • Osage Beach, MO • Lake of the Ozarks • (800) 826-8272 

MargaritavilleResortLakeoftheOzarks.com 

Connect and
collaborate

under
the arch.

More than 83,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor event space designed
for impactful meetings.

315 Chestnut Street | St. Louis, Missouri 63102
The HYATT trademark and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates. ©2019 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

For more information, call 314 342 4600 or visit hyattregencystlouis.com
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NEBRASKA
For many, the idea of America’s heartland 

conjures images of Nebraska — with its rolling 
plains, open skies and genuine hospitality. 

Omaha, the state’s largest city, is a growing 
metropolis boasting ample options for meeting 
and event planners to check out. From the Joslyn 
Art Museum (reopening this year) to Omaha’s 
Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium to the CHI Health 
Center Omaha, the venue options are as unique 
and diverse as the city itself. 

Of course, Lincoln, the state capital, is also a 
city planner’s must-consider within the state. 
The area features picturesque wineries, grand 
hotel ballrooms, a historic cave, and expansive 
arenas and event centers that can play host to 
gatherings from simple to elaborate. Best of all, 
Nebraska’s historical presence and Midwestern 
hospitality add a charming flair to any gathering. 

Moreover, Nebraska serves some of the best 
cuisine throughout the Midwest with its award-
winning restaurants and bars. And, if the timing 
is right, meeting and event attendees may enjoy 
a memorable experience that only happens once 
a year across the state — the migration of a half 
million white cranes who stop in the state as 
they traverse their annual route.

For more ideas, go to 
visitnebraska.com
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HERITAGE HILLS GOLF COURSE, MCCOOK
Heritage Hills Golf Course, with its rolling hills and 
undulating greens, was considered one of the Best 
75 Golf Courses by Golf Digest in 1984. The course 
is one of the most challenging tests of golf in the 
Midwest. Observe wonderful views of the native 
grasses offset by lush rolling fairways and fast 
greens. golfmccook.com

INTERNATIONAL QUILT MUSEUM, LINCOLN
The museum at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln is the home of the largest known public 
collection of quilts in the world. The facility offers 
self-guided public and private tours. A landmark 
since 2008, the glass and brick building houses 
several spaces for meetings and events as well. 
internationalquiltmuseum.org

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

PRAIRIE PLAINS RESOURCE INSTITUTE, AURORA
Through prairie restoration, education and eight 
preserves, the institute helps build connections 
with the land. A center provides space to gather, 
learn, discuss and explore. A remodeled barn 
features classrooms, meeting space, a conference 
room, a kitchen and more. prairieplains.org

NEBRASKA
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND & AEROSPACE MUSEUM, 
ASHLAND
This museum will inspire, educate, and leave you in 
awe of humanity’s remarkable achievements in the 
sky and beyond. Private group tours are available. 
Flight simulators can additionally immerse visitors 
into the realism of flight. sacmuseum.org

JOSLYN CASTLE & GARDENS, OMAHA
Available as a beautiful background for events, 
Joslyn Castle & Gardens is a premier historic 
landmark located on Omaha’s Gold Coast. Built in 
the Scottish baronial style in 1903, the stunning 
private home of George and Sarah Joslyn is open 
for touring. joslyncastle.com

PRAIRIE CREEK VINEYARD & WINERY, CENTRAL CITY
This winery broke ground on its original vineyard 
vines in 2003. The one acre consisted of 550 vines 
of Brianna, De Chaunac, Seyval, La Crosse and 
Foch grapes. Over the last more than 20 years, the 
vineyard has grown to about 13 acres with plans 
for expansion. prairiecreekwine.com 
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Let nature be the backdrop to 
your meeting at Lied Lodge.

•  14,000 square feet of meeting space
• 20,000 square feet of outdoor space 
•  Idyllic guest rooms with views  

of nature 
•  Creative culinary experiences 
•  Dynamic team-building activities 

Boardroom 
with a view.

Nebraska City | 800-546-5433
arbordayfarm.org

The takeaways are as  
memorable as the experiences  
at Arbor Day Farm. 
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(We’ll give you a hint: Kearney.)

Kearney, Nebraska is so much more than a convenient 

place to meet; it’s the place that will meet all of your 

needs! Where versatile, cutting-edge meeting facilities 

blend with small-town hospitality you can’t find anywhere 

else, there’s no better gathering place in the Heartland.

MeetInKearney.com      |      308-237-3178

Every year, Kearney hosts more than 1,350 events. From the 
Nebraska Shrine Bowl to conferences large and small, top-notch 
entertainment – heck, even a million Sandhill Cranes make 
sure to meet in Kearney every year. Why? Because Kearney 
has the best facilities between Denver and Omaha, experienced 
staff, and wonderful volunteers that make sure every event 
that comes to town is taken care of.

If you’re looking for a host city for your next event, make sure 
you look at Kearney, Nebraska.

Puzzled Where To Meet?

Kearney, where the Heartland gathers. 

(We’ll give you a hint: Kearney.)

WheretheHeart landGathers .com     |      308-237-3178

DOWN
1. Downtown Hub for eats and drinks.

4.  Historical monument on 1-80.

5.  A campus of conferences, events and 
hotels.

7.  Every year 1 million of these migrate through.

8.  HS FB All-Star game.

ACROSS
2. Hike and bike trails pass through here.

3. Has the best facilities between Denver and Omaha.

6. 1,350 of these happen every year.

NEBRASKA
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1,000+ GUEST ROOMS

150,000 SQ FEET OF 
FLEXIBLE MEETING SPACE

COMPLIMENTARY PARKING

RESTAURANTS & BARS

SHOPPING & SPA

ACCESS TO HIKE/BIKE TRAIL

Younes Campus

Ready to book your next event? 
Contact Sarah Focke at sfocke@visitkearney.org or 308-237-3178

MULTIPLE MEETING SPACES AVAILABLE

MeetInKearney.com

NE
BR
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NEBRASKA

• Itineraries, Tours, Event 
Promotion, Speakers! 

• Indoor Arenas 
• Historical Venues 
• Convention Center 
• COMING SOON: 

Casino & Horse Racing Track 

CHOOSE US
Big time amenities with a 
small-town feel! Allow our team 
to help your event run smoothly! 

() www.visitcolumbusne.com 
O tgrape@plattecounty.ne.gov 
9 (40'2)'276-3606 

MILES FROM: 

YORK COUNTY VISITORS BUREAU
601 N. LINCOLN AVE., YORK, NE 68467
402-362-4575 | YORKCOUNTYVISITORS@GMAIL.COM

ABOUT THE AREA —  York is ideally situated at the junction of 
I-80, Hwy. 34 and Hwy. 81, the Pan-American Highway. 
We are literally not only at the Crossroads of the Midwest, 
but at the crossroads of the nation. It is located in an area 
steeped in history and was indeed a traveler’s stop on the 
original pioneer trails over 145 years ago.

YORKVISITORS.ORG

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.): 2,000

# OF AREA HOTEL ROOMS: 645
 NEAREST AIRPORT: York Municipal Airport
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Meet

Tourism
Grand Island

If the 450,000 sq ft of the
 Fonner Park Campus is 

overkill for your conference, 
choose from 50 other 

meeting sites. 

us here in

Daily f ights making connections in Dallas, Phoenix, & Las Vegas.

meet here

Grand Island Nebraska

NE
BR
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KA

VISIT LINCOLN
1128 LINCOLN MALL, STE. 100, LINCOLN, NE 68508

402-434-5344 | DFEYERHERM@LINCOLN.ORG

ABOUT THE AREA — Providing first-class hospitality 
with unique venues, friendly hosts and plenty of 
things to do after the work is done, Lincoln is 
eager to host your next meeting or event. Located 
in the middle of everything, Lincoln offers clean, 
safe and affordable options for you to enjoy 
and explore. See why groups and organizations 
from across the country are picking Lincoln to 
host their next big meeting. Let the team at Visit 
Lincoln help plan your next meeting and stay in 
Lincoln. Our full complement of planning and 
logistics services will help you make the most of 
your time and budget.

LINCOLN.ORG

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
47,000

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

5,300

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
LINCOLN AIRPORT
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NORTH DAKOTA
Considered a hidden treasure for many 

Midwesterners, North Dakota is a spectacular 
combination of diverse wildlife, wide-open prairies, 
urban landscapes and an abundance of outdoor 
activities. Although the state is truly off the beaten 
path, it offers a brilliance all its own. 

Cities such as Bismarck, Grand Forks and Fargo are 
filled with an array of meeting and event options, 
including the Dakota Zoo, Plains Art Museum, 
Fargo Air Museum, Empire Arts Center and North 
Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum — all of 
which celebrate the state’s place in U.S. history. 
In addition, each of the state’s large cities boast 
many hotel and resort options that are ideal for all 
kinds of gatherings. 

When not gathering for a designated purpose, 
attendees can also enjoy some of the state’s must-
see attractions, including the rugged Badlands, the 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, the International 
Peace Garden and the Knife River Indian Villages 
National Historic Site. Visitors can enjoy tracing 
the footsteps of Native American tribes, as well as 
early explorers like Captain Meriwether Lewis and 
his close friend Second Lieutenant William Clark, 
a.k.a. Lewis and Clark, and help to celebrate the 
welcoming spirit of this great state. 

For more ideas, go to 
ndtourism.com
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ROLLING PLAINS ADVENTURES, MCKENZIE
Homesteaded in the plains in 1882, this outdoor 
destination treats guests and groups to memorable 
whitetail deer, coyote, pheasant, waterfowl or 
buffalo hunting experiences. With over 20,000 
private acres to chase game on, custom lodges, 
gourmet meals, a fully stocked bar and its very 
own brewery, you may never want to leave. 
rollingplainsadventures.com

BULLY PULPIT GOLF COURSE, MEDORA
This golf course is chiseled right out of the North 
Dakota Badlands in a site unlike any other. Your 
group will be fully immersed in the Badlands as you 
meander through meadows and woodlands, skirt 
along the Little Missouri River and tee off from one 
butte to another. medora.com/bullypulpit

MEDORA RIDING STABLES, MEDORA
Saddle up for real western fun and experience the 
Badlands the way Theodore Roosevelt would have 
in 1883. Friendly trail guides will take you on a 
Badlands adventure along buttes and canyons that 
are sure to create unforgettable memories for your 
group outing. medora.com/trailrides

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

LAUGHING SUN BREWING COMPANY, BISMARCK
Voted the Best Brewery in Bismarck, Laughing Sun’s 
taproom and restaurant are open daily. Come have 
fun at the Sun with live music, art installations, art 
classes, yoga classes, local markets, and award-
winning barbecue and craft beer. Not only can you 
reserve a time for axe throwing on site, but you can 
also book the entire patio or restaurant for a private 
event. laughingsunbrewing.com

FORT ABRAHAM LINCOLN STATE PARK, MANDAN
Step back in time to On-A-Slant Indian Village to learn 
about the Mandan tribe’s culture and what it took to 
thrive along the Missouri River. Groups can also tour 
the reconstructed Victorian home of the famous 
George Custer, Army officer and cavalry commander 
in the American Civil War and American Indian Wars. 
parkrec.nd.gov/fort-abraham-lincoln-state-park

MidwestMeetings.com	 65
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THE ARTS CENTER, JAMESTOWN
The center features a 2000-square-foot exhibition 
space, a performance area, and classrooms used 
for all media and classes. Its art studio includes a 
ceramics area with a kiln and classroom. The center 
coordinates specialized and private classes — from 
making stained glass to painting, photography or 
cake decorating — for groups. jamestownarts.com
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OHIO
Unlike the massive metropolises of the world, medium-

sized Midwest cities offer simple, stress-free logistics. In 
Columbus, for example, a ground transfer from the airport 
to the convention center is just a 20-minute trip. And young 
cities like Columbus are thriving as people flock from areas 
suffering from higher costs of living. As a result, there’s 
always something new to do — from trendy restaurants and 
breweries to innovative entertainment concepts like axe 
throwing and upscale gaming arcades. 

Accolades aside, Columbus is experiencing tremendous 
growth. The Hilton Columbus Downtown, the largest hotel in 
Ohio, recently expanded the number of its hotel rooms and 
meeting and event space, for instance. 

Indoor waterparks are also making a big splash across Ohio 
as several of the state’s award-winning parks boast meeting 
and conference facilities. These venues offer close-to-home, 
fun-filled adventure for adults and kids alike. And meeting 
and event planners are taking notice, especially since many 
attendees report getting more out of the business at hand 
when they can bring their families along, too.

Cleveland offers a walkable experience for downtown 
meetings and events. In addition to its approachable urban 
feel, the city prides itself on free attractions that range from 
the Cleveland Museum of Art to the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park — allowing attendees to explore more on the cheap. 

For more ideas, go to 
ohio.org
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SHORT NORTH ARTS DISTRICT, COLUMBUS
Short North Arts District is a hip, culture-rich 
neighborhood filled with contemporary galleries, 
converted warehouses, the Wexner Center for the 
Arts, shops selling records and vintage clothes, 
and student-packed coffeehouses, craft-beer bars 
and casual eateries. Known as the art and soul of 
Columbus, the district is a pioneer in the urban 
revitalization of central Ohio. shortnorth.org

TOLEDO SPIRITS COMPANY, TOLEDO
If you’re looking to raise your group’s spirits, 
consider the Toledo Spirits Company. Enjoy the 
carefully curated spaces, food and cocktails. 
Or take a guided tour, with an emphasis on the 
processes and equipment that are used to create 
world-class spirits. Spirits tasting is optional, but 
highly recommended. toledospirits.com

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART, CLEVELAND
Planning the perfect event is an art, and the 
Cleveland Museum of Art welcomes outings and 
groups. Enjoy a flawless event, from private to 
public, intimate to grand, personal to corporate, 
while surrounded by world-class art. Then partake 
in locally grown food from scratch recipes 
featuring seasonal ingredients. clevelandart.org

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE GREAT LAKES, TOLEDO
The Great Lakes make up 84% of all of the 
freshwater in North America and represent 
thousands of years of history. The National 
Museum of the Great Lakes tells the awe-inspiring 
stories of our Great Lakes through breathtaking 
photography, over 300 incredible artifacts, a 
number of powerful audiovisual displays and 40 
hands-on interactive exhibits. nmgl.org

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

OH
IO
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94 Steps To Some Great Guacamole

377 Combined Years  
Of Employee Service

Learn more at johnsknightcenter.org or 800.245.4254. 

Make a statement in Greater Akron. The experienced team at 
the John S. Knight Center is ready to help you build and deliver 
a one-of-a-kind experience for your event. 

123,000 Square Feet For Convening, Collaborating, Dining & Even Dancing.

Staff Is 92% Friendlier 
Than The Other Guys

40 Minutes Away  
From CLE

8 Out Of 10 Visitors 
Rate Food “Excellent” 
(the other 2 think it’s “Really Good”)

20 Minutes Away  
From CAK

JOHN  S. KNIGHT CENTER

LET’S START PLANNING

AKRON, OH

JOHN S. KNIGHT CENTER | AKRON, OH

99% Chance Of A 
Successful Event*

*1% accounts for the unlikely event of a volcanic eruption.
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Akron, Akron, OhioOhio!!
800.245.4254 | visitakron-summit.org

While you’re here, take time to enjoy this place we call home! 

Akron Art Museum

Akron Civic Theatre

Blue Hen Falls - Cuyahoga Valley National Park

F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm- Summit Metro Parks

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens

Akron Zoo

Welcome toWelcome to
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Cincinnati

Toledo

Cleveland

Columbus

START  
PLANNING 
YOUR MEETING

Clermont County, just east of 
Cincinnati, is where location, 
culture and value meet. Experience 
unique meeting venues that inspire 
and connect your attendees in 
natural settings. Take advantage of 
our outdoor recreation, special 
team-building opportunities, and 
one-of-a-kind hospitality.

TEAM BUILDING.
IDEA SHARING.
STRENGTH FINDING.
FUTURE PLANNING.
MAGIC MAKING. 

CLERMONT COUNTY  
CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

sales@discoverclermont.com

513-732-3600 

DISCOVERCLERMONT.COM

KALAHARI RESORTS 
& CONVENTIONS
7000 KALAHARI DR., SANDUSKY, OH 44870 
419-433-7759   
OHGROUPS@KALAHARIRESORTS.COM

ABOUT THE VENUE — Serious meetings with serious 
fun. At Kalahari Resorts & Conventions, we 
give you everything you need to make your 
event a success. You and your attendees will 
enjoy many amenities including our full-service 
spa, world-class dining and second to none 
service. With our flexible hosting capabilities, 
your attendance-increasing event is one your 
members will look forward to.

KALAHARIMEETINGS.COM/OHIOAT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

215,000

GUEST ROOMS & SUITES: 
890

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
39
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Picturesque Destination? 

IT’S A SHORE THING
Plan a memorable event in Shores & Islands Ohio! Enjoy 
exhilarating roller coasters, ferry rides to lovely islands, 
and revitalized downtowns with welcoming atmospheres. 
Experiences here stay in your heart for a lifetime. Find your 
Lake Erie Love at Meetings.SHORESandISLANDS.com.   

• Conference Support Grant up to $5000     • 8000+ Rooms     
• 615,000 sq. ft. Meeting Space

OH
IO



SOUTH DAKOTA
Variety is what makes South Dakota the place to 

host a meeting or event. From horizons that seem 
to stretch to infinity to the awe-inspiring buttes, spires 
and mesas of the Badlands to the cityscape of Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota offers something for everyone. 

Like its neighbor to the north, South Dakota is off 
the beaten path, but offers a wealth of options for 
meetings and events nonetheless. One favorite locale 
is the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center, which 
celebrates the state’s frontier and Native American 
history, and plans to reopen after a renovation in 2025. 

Because of the population distribution of South 
Dakota, Sioux Falls and Rapid City are regional centers 
of the state, and provide convenient air transportation 
for attendees. In Sioux Falls, the Denny Sanford 
PREMIER Center is the quintessential place to host a 
large-scale event thanks to it’s expansive convention 
center and entertainment complex with an attached 
hotel. Other unique venue options include The Journey 
Museum & Learning Center in Rapid City and the Great 
Plains Zoo in Sioux Falls. 

To further entertain attendees, consider attending 
one of the state’s many cherished pastimes, such as 
powwows, rodeos, county fairs, car and motorcycle 
rallies, and cook-offs. They all take place throughout 
the year in South Dakota.

For more ideas, go to
travelsouthdakota.com 
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REDLIN ART CENTER, WATERTOWN
The Redlin Art Center contains three art galleries 
where over 160 of wildlife and Americana artist 
Terry Redlin’s original oil paintings are displayed. The 
artist’s romantic view of America’s rural landscape 
is highlighted by the glow of golden sunsets, cozy 
campfires and starry skies. Groups can find space to 
reconnect … or disconnect ... here. redlinart.com

THE MAMMOTH SITE, HOT SPRINGS
The Mammoth Site is the world’s largest 
mammoth research facility and one of the top 
fossil interpretive sites in North America. Over 60 
mammoths have been unearthed here, along with 
at least 87 other late Ice Age animals. You can 
tour this active dig site and view Ice Age fossils in 
the museum. mammothsite.org

WALL DRUG STORE, WALL
Near Badlands National Park, Wall Drug offers 
dining, gifts, souvenirs, activities and, of course, 
free ice water, drawing in more than 2 million 
visitors each year. Many travelers stop and leave 
refreshed, just like they did more than 80 years 
ago, when the establishment first started to offer 
free ice water. Now it’s a destination. walldrug.com

THE DAKOTA DISCOVERY MUSEUM, MITCHELL
The Dakota Discovery Historic Village features 
an expanded history of local Milwaukee Railroad 
operations. Inside the gallery, immerse yourself 
in the history of the Middle Border Region to learn 
more about the lives of the Plains Indians, fur trade, 
Dakota Territory, railroading, farming, ranching and 
the Great Depression. dakotadiscovery.com

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

SANFORD LAB HOMESTAKE VISITOR CENTER, LEAD
Discover the Black Hills region — from the flora and 
fauna that supported indigenous populations to 
the deepest gold mine in the Northern Hemisphere 
to Nobel Prize-winning science to secrets of the 
universe still being uncovered — through exhibits 
and pop-up activities. sanfordlab.org/slhvc
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THE WORLD’S ONLY CORN PALACE, MITCHELL
Each year, some 500,000 tourists come from around 
the nation to see these uniquely designed corn mu-
rals. During the summer, friendly guides offer Corn 
Palace tours full of “a-maize-ing” facts. After, you 
can view displays about the palace, how the murals 
were created, souvenirs and more. cornpalace.com



76	 Midwest Meetings  |  Guide Book 2024

SOUTH DAKOTA

VISIT WATERTOWN
1 E. KEMP AVE., WATERTOWN, SD 57201

605-753-0282 | VISITUS@VISITWATERTOWNSD.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Sometimes it’s the hidden gems 
that shine the brightest. Such is the case with 
Watertown. Enjoy refreshing outdoor spaces, 
great dining and artistic adventures you can only 
find off the beaten path. 

If you’re looking for a convenient, spacious 
meeting site, plan on Watertown. Our exceptional 
venues cater to any taste and unique activities 
in town will keep all your attendees engaged. 
We’ll do everything we can to make your event 
a success, no matter the budget or size. Visit 
Watertown, along with our hospitality partners, 
can assure unmatched service and hospitality to 
you and your attendees.

VISITWATERTOWNSD.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
32,000

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

829

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Watertown Regional Airport Scan here to start planning your 

next event in Watertown!

Hold your next
meeting or event
in Watertown, SD
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RAMKOTA HOTEL &
WATERTOWN EVENT CENTER
1901 NINTH AVE. SW, WATERTOWN, SD 57201
605-886-6127

ABOUT THE VENUE — The newly renovated 
Ramkota Hotel is attached to the award-winning 
Minervas Restaurant & Bar. Also attached is 
the Watertown Event Center featuring 32,000 
square feet of flexible meeting space and a large 
amphitheater. Whether it’s a multi-day conference 
or a small corporate luncheon, the same care 
and detail will go into the professional planning. 
We’ve got you covered, all under one roof!

RAMKOTAWATERTOWN.COM

THE GOSS OPERA HOUSE
100 E. KEMP AVE., WATERTOWN, SD 57201 
605-753-0200

ABOUT THE VENUE — The historic Goss Opera 
House is located in the heart of downtown 
Watertown. Impress your guests with the 
charm of an opera house built in 1889 while 
enjoying modern amenities, including a spacious 
opera hall that can accommodate up to 500, 
multiple breakout rooms and hospitality suites. 
Mavericks at the Goss is the in-house caterer 
and can create any menu perfectly paired to 
your occasion.

THEGOSSOPERAHOUSE.COM

JOY RANCH OF SOUTH DAKOTA
16633 448TH AVE., FLORENCE, SD 57235
608-886-4622

ABOUT THE VENUE — Joy Ranch is the ideal place 
to host meetings of all types with a serene, 
private, natural setting. We have eight uniquely 
western-styled meeting rooms that are perfect to 
accommodate any size party. The facility also 
offers 16 themed hotel rooms to make every event 
a memorable one.

JOYRANCHOFSD.ORG

AT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

32,000

GUEST ROOMS & SUITES: 
101

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
18

AT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

7,058

# OF AREA GUEST ROOMS 
& SUITES: 

829

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
7

AT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

12,718

GUEST ROOMS & SUITES: 
16

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
8 ROOMS PLUS OUTDOOR 
GATHERING SITES, A ONE-

ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE 
AND A CHURCH
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SOUTH DAKOTA

BROOKINGS, 
SOUTH DAKOTA

Unexpected venues. A wealth 
of history, culture and natural 

beauty. Brookings is an 
unconventional choice for 

your next meeting.

VisitBrookingsSD.com/Plan-Your-Event

UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
START HERE

ABERDEEN AREA CONVENTION 
& VISITORS BUREAU
ABERDEEN, SD 57401

605-225-2414 | INFO@VISITABERDEENSD.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Many regional groups and 
organizations choose Aberdeen due to its close 
proximity to their members in surrounding states, 
variety of restaurants, and abundance of group 
tours and attractions. Treat your attendees to 
an educational group tour at a working ethanol 
plant to learn how corn is turned into fuel. Visit 
a national wildlife refuge, take a trip over the 
rainbow at Storybook Land and Wylie Park, or 
enjoy a leisurely hike at a nearby state park.

The Aberdeen Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau is ready and eager to help your event 
succeed by providing visitor packets and name 
tags. We can also organize group tours, provide 
registration assistance and even block rooms at 
local hotels for your attendees. Give us a call 
today and let our award-winning staff show you 
how planning for your next event should be.

VISITABERDEENSD.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
11,500+

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

700+

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Aberdeen Regional Airport

Photos by Byron Banasiak/
Travel South Dakota
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Planners are optimistic 
about 2024, with almost 
half expecting to book 
more meetings than 
in 2023, according 
to Knowland’s 2024 
State of the Meetings 
Industry report. 
Midwest Meetings 
invites you to stay 
up to date on 
the latest trends, 
destinations, venues 
and experiences to 
guide your increased 
planning needs.

Subscribe to our 
weekly and monthly 
e-newsletters for the
latest news and venue
updates. Visit us at
midwestmeetings.com
and follow us on
LinkedIn

Scan to 
Join!

Steve Van Maanen, Advertising Sales Manager
steve@ntmediagroup.com | (605) 690-3351

PROMOTE YOUR DESTINATION OR VENUE!
Reach thousands of meeting and event professionals. Contact me 
for information on advertising opportunities.

MOMENTUM 
BUILDS FOR 

MEETING SUCCESS

BE AN
INSIDER!
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WISCONSIN
There are countless reasons to consider hosting an event in 

Wisconsin. Not only is the state centrally located, but it also 
boasts a number of settings ideal for gatherings — from small 
to large, from simple to ornate. The venues in the state are 
frequently more cost-effective than larger Tier 1 counterparts, 
such as Chicago, New York and Los Angeles, too. 

The success of many meetings depend on the venue. Luckily, 
Wisconsin offers a plethora of splendid spots complete with 
accoutrements that surprise and delight at every turn. Some 
of the best are housed within the greater Milwaukee and 
Madison areas. 

Whether it’s the highly anticipated Baird Center set to open 
this year, the Miller High Life Theatre, the Harley-Davidson 
Museum or the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Panther 
Arena, Milwaukee is home to plenty of hotels, sports facilities 
and one-of-a-kind attractions. And, a mere hour away, Madison 
is also known as a dynamic meeting and event destination. 
The capital city’s claim to fame is its Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed Monona Terrace convention center, which is located 
on the shores of Lake Monona and near the Alliant Energy 
Center campus, a multi-building complex that is another top 
choice for conventions, trade shows, concerts and more.

Not to be outdone, Green Bay is a vibrant, friendly city that 
is experiencing exponential growth, resulting in new hotels, 
modern venues and updated infrastructure.

For more ideas, go to 
meetinwisconsin.com or 
wisconsinmeetings.com
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NORWOOD PINES SUPPER CLUB, MINOCQUA
Norwood Pines delivers the relaxed elegance of one 
of northern Wisconsin’s oldest and finest supper 
clubs. Surrounded by red pines, you will be treated 
to views of Patricia Lake as well as whitetail deer. 
Depending on the season, you may enjoy dining on 
the newly remodeled screened-in porch or a cozy 
seat next to the fireplace. norwoodpines.com

PLACES TO CHECK OUT
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MILWAUKEE PEDAL & PADDLE TAVERN, MILWAUKEE
This bicycle-powered party or paddle-powered boat 
takes you to the best bars, a great way to socialize 
while on an epic tour. Three paddle boats (with 
a 14-person capacity each) and two Duffy boats 
(with a 12-person capacity each) accommodate 66 
on water; six bikes with a 16-person capacity each 
fit 96. milwaukeepedalandpaddletavern.com

TITLETOWN DISTRICT, GREEN BAY
Welcome your guests to Titletown, a new space 
just west of Lambeau Field. It’s perfect for playing, 
eating and relaxing. Featuring a large public park 
with outdoor games, fitness activities, and a winter 
skating rink and tubing hill, Titletown also includes 
Lodge Kohler, a Topgolf Swing Suite, and spaces for 
one-of-a-kind meetings and events. titletown.com

FISERV FORUM, MILWAUKEE
Fiserv Forum’s 90-minute tour will educate you on 
the Milwaukee Bucks’ storied past and electrifying 
present, including winning the 2020-21 NBA Cham-
pionship, leaving you inspired about the future. 
Plus, group seating options are available for many 
concerts and shows, like Monster Jam, Harlem 
Globetrotters and more. fiservforum.com

COPPER CROW DISTILLERY, BAYFIELD
Step into the distillery of the first indigenous distiller 
in North America to craft 10 award-winning spirits. 
Discover a haven of flavor in the tasting room just 
off the shores of Lake Superior. With a vibrant atmo-
sphere and knowledgeable staff, it’s the perfect spot 
to let the good times flow! coppercrowdistillery.com

WHISTLING STRAITS GOLF COURSE, SHEBOYGAN
Whistling Straits is a 36-hole links-style golf course 
associated with Destination Kohler. Or reserve 
Kohler Swing Studio & Golf Shop to enjoy the 
simulator — open golf, contests, arcade games, live 
sporting events, presentations and more. destina-
tionkohler.com/golf/whistling-straits
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PAR 5 RESORT
250 W. CHURCH ST., MISHICOT, WI 54228

920-755-4000 | SALES@PAR5RESORT.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Par 5 Resort in Mishicot is the 
place for company team building.  The resort 
features on-site lodging and dining as well as 45 
holes of golf for team-building exercises.  Our 
meeting spaces are ideal for full group and 
breakout sessions to accommodate a range of 
meeting types.  Flexible options allow you the 
freedom to set up multiple event styles to run 
simultaneously.  Par 5 Resort’s professional staff 
will be with you the entire process to ensure that 
everything is according to your specifications.  
We have in-house catering for all your food and 
beverage needs as well.

WWW.PAR5RESORT.COM

AT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

15,000

GUEST ROOMS & SUITES: 
100

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
5

PLACES TO CHECK OUT

©
Ho

lly
 L

ei
tn

er

©
Fo

ca
l F

la
m

e 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y, 
 

De
st

in
at

io
n 

M
ad

is
on

YERKES OBSERVATORY, WILLIAMS BAY
Yerkes Observatory is the birthplace of modern 
astrophysics and an architectural masterpiece 
on 50 acres of Frederick Law Olmsted-designed 
ecological splendor. Since 1897, it has been the 
home and school of famous astronomers, Nobel 
prize winners and renowned scientists, but 
now it’s open for public tours, private events, 
observing nights, star parties and more. Tour 
guides discuss its history and architecture, 
astronomers and astrophysicists, and ongoing 
restoration and preservation.  
yerkesobservatory.org

MADISON MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART, MADISON
An independent organization that exhibits, collects 
and preserves modern and contemporary art, the mu-
seum strives to provide transformative experiences 
that educate, reflect and inspire. Located in the heart 
of downtown, the Madison Museum of Contemporary 
Art combines world-class art and stunning archi-
tecture for a venue unlike any other. You can book 
private guided tours of the museum’s exhibitions for 
six or more adults. Furthermore, several sophisticated 
spaces — such as the Rooftop Sculpture Garden, the 
Lobby and the Lecture Hall — are available to host a 
wide variety of inspiring events. mmoca.org
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VISIT LAKE GENEVA 
201 WRIGLEY DR., LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147

262-812-0022 | JILL@VISITLAKEGENEVA.COM

ABOUT THE DESTINATION — Make it memorable: Meet in Lake 
Geneva. Ideally located between Chicago and Milwaukee, 
the Lake Geneva region is the perfect place to meet in the 
middle. Whether you’re gathering for business or pleasure 
(or a little of both), this award-winning lake destination 
offers distinctive venues with world-class amenities and 
impeccable service. Choose from four-diamond resorts, 
historic mansions and breathtaking ballrooms for your 
next meeting. From spacious conference halls designed to 
foster creativity and inspiring meeting rooms with lake 
views to unconventional places like a cruise boat, winery or 
magic theatre, these are just the tip of the meeting planning 
iceberg. Take your meetings to the next level with creative 
team building on our championship golf courses, and 
ziplines and ropes courses, too.

VISITLAKEGENEVA.COM/MEETINGS

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
13,700

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

2,335

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Mitchell International Airport



84	 Midwest Meetings  |  Guide Book 2024

W
ISCONSIN



MidwestMeetings.com	 85

W
IS

CO
NS

IN

FOX CITIES CONVENTION 
& VISITORS BUREAU 
213 S. NICOLET RD., APPLETON, WI 54914

920-734-3358 | AHUTCHINSON@FOXCITIES.ORG

ABOUT THE DESTINATION — From riverfront meetings by 
day to Broadway shows at night, the Fox Cities are the 
perfect place to stage your original event experience. Built 
on innovation and entrepreneurship, our 19-community 
region has been helping power “the next big idea” since 
the early 1800s.
Located in east central Wisconsin, the Fox Cities are easily 
accessible off I-41 and Highways 45 and 10. For those 
flying in, Appleton International Airport services four 
major airlines with a wide variety of direct flight options. 
Upon arrival, attendees will be greeted with safe and 
walkable downtowns, fabulous restaurants and nightlife, 
and plenty of activities for groups to enjoy.
For state-of-the-art modern and flexible event space, 
consider hosting your event at the Fox Cities Exhibition 
Center. Thoughtfully designed to highlight our region’s 
storied history, the center’s 38,000-square-foot interior 
is complemented by a 17,000-square-foot outdoor plaza.

FOXCITIES.ORG

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
38,000

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

3,600

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
APPLETON INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT
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KALAHARI RESORTS 
& CONVENTIONS
1305 KALAHARI DR., WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 53965 
608-254-3314   
WIGROUPS@KALAHARIRESORTS.COM

ABOUT THE VENUE — Unparalleled meetings with 
unique options for all. Kalahari Resorts & 
Conventions is the perfect place to hold your 
meeting. Big or small, we’ll make sure your 
team is taken care of. Enjoy hosting flexibility 
with access to a full-service spa and world-
class dining. When you book with Kalahari, 
everything you need for a successful event is all 
under one roof.

KALAHARIMEETINGS.COM/WISCONSINAT A GLANCE
MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  

212,000

GUEST ROOMS & SUITES: 
794

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
47

Plan Your Next Meeting in Janesville 
Janesville features a variety of meeting 
options including historic meeting locations, 
including unique venues that are sure to make 
your meetings distinctive and unforgettable. 
Conveniently located directly off of I-39/90.

janesvillecvb.com  ·  (800) 487-2757  ·  

Pictured: Janesville Conference 
Center at Holiday Inn Express
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CONNECT. 
COLLABORATE. 

CELEBRATE. 

Located along I-94, Brookfi eld is SE Wisconsin’s premier event location. 
With 150,000 sq ft of meeting space, 1800+ hotel rooms, and hundreds 

of restaurants & retailers, Brookfi eld will exceed your expectations. 
Featuring the Brookfi eld Conference Center.  

(262) 789-0220   •  www.visitbrookfi eld.com
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PAR 4 RESORT
201 FOXFIRE DR., WAUPACA, WI 54981

715-942-0500 | SALES@PAR4RESORT.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Meetings, conferences and 
corporate team building at Par 4 Resort just got 
even better!  Flexible meeting room layouts, on-site 
dining and lodging, as well as a great golf course 
for team building.  And new this year, Cannyboard, 
a fully interactive 86-inch touchscreen that allows 
conference calling and attendee participation from 
any device. Our professional staff will set up your 
spaces and be with you for the duration of your 
stay to assist with anything you may need.  We also 
feature in-house food and beverage options that 
are flexible to meet your specifications.

WWW.PAR4RESORT.COM
AT A GLANCE

MEETING SPACE (SQ. FT.):  
7,500

GUEST ROOMS & SUITES: 
70

# OF MEETING ROOMS: 
5

meetinmiddleton.com

ll Meeting & event grants available Meeting & event grants available 
ll 1,153 rooms at nine hotels1,153 rooms at nine hotels
ll 66,000+ sq. ft. of conference space66,000+ sq. ft. of conference space
ll 80 restaurants, cafes & breweries80 restaurants, cafes & breweries
ll Two shopping districtsTwo shopping districts

Plan your next meeting 
with us and see why  

it’s the middle things 
that make  

Middleton, Wis., special. 
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Outdoor enthusiasts, meeting planners, sporting 
events, weddings, and tourists alike have found 
this hidden gem called Fond du Lac. 
Only 2 hours north of Chicago and 1 hour from Madison, 
Milwaukee, and Green Bay, we have become a destination 
for many events. We know in-person gatherings need to be 
more meaningful, so my community-wide partnerships will 
allow me to help you make the planning process simple.  
Ask me to customize incentives to fit your group’s needs. 
Big or small events, I am ready to be your “meetings tailor” 
to create the perfect meeting with hometown experiences. 
As we say in Fond du Lac, “C’mon In!”

FDL.COM

Darcie L. Holte
- Director of Sales

(Proud Mom of the Dogs in Photo)
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HAYWARD LAKES VISITOR 
& CONVENTION BUREAU 
P.O. BOX 1055, HAYWARD, WI  54843

715-634-4801 | INFO@HAYWARDLAKES.COM

ABOUT THE AREA — Hayward is located less than 
an hour south of Lake Superior, 3 hours north 
of Minneapolis and 4 hours northwest of 
Madison.  Join us in the Northwoods to hold 
your next conference, business meeting, reunion, 
corporate retreat, wedding or other small to 
medium event. Hayward is a classic — a small 
resort town surrounded by dreamy pine forests 
laced with several rivers and 200 lakes. There’s 
championship golf, endless ski trails, great 
snowmobiling, day-long river tubing trips and 
wilderness hiking for every season. This perfect 
place has an easy drive.

HAYWARDLAKES.COM

AT A GLANCE
LARGEST MEETING  

SPACE (SQ. FT.): 
10,000+

# OF AREA  
HOTEL ROOMS: 

483

NEAREST AIRPORT: 
Duluth International Airport
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SERIOUS MEETINGS WITH SERIOUS FUN
At Kalahari Resorts & Conventions, we give you everything you need to make your event a success. 
You and your attendees will enjoy ample event space, custom group and world-class dining 
experiences, a full-service spa and second to none service. Your attendance-increasing event at 
Kalahari is one your members will look forward to.

› 200,000 square feet of flexible event space
› Nearly 1,000 guest rooms & suites at all locations
› Complimentary Wi-Fi and parking

› Diverse team-building options available on-site
› Premium food & beverage options
› The best amenities available, all under one roof
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